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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSAAL APPEARANCE

The Knightstown Academy has changed little in appearance since its erection almost a
hundred years ago. It js a three-story French Second Emp'ire sty'le, red-brick
structure built with classjc symmetry. The slate covered mansard roof features
ornamental dormer windows and twin turrets on which are mounted a giobe and a
telescope. The decorative casings surrounding the tumet windows and the globe and
the. telescope are metal. The rounded windows are capped with arched linte'ls.

Started in the Centennial year .l876, the building was completed and the fjrst class
was graduated in 1877. It has been used continuously as a school since then.

The original building contains four large rooms and a commod'ious hall on the first
and second floors and three large rooms on the third floor. 0n each sjde of the
front door are companion stairways which are largely self-supporting and rise to
the third floor. The full basement has walls three feet'in thickness. The third
floor has not been used for classes since lB87 at wh'ich tjme a two-story wing, also
brick, was added to the rear of the buiid'ing. The exterior of this wing is
identical to and in complete harmony with the original structure. The interior
contains two iarge and two small rooms on each floor. In l93l another brick wing
was added to the west of the rear addition. Th'is wing was bu'ijt in a style typical
of school bu i I d'i ng s of the I 930' s .

Until recently, the building has been well majntained; however there is a need for
exterior painting, roof repa'ir, and w'iring. Also, several broken window panes have
been replaced with plywood.

The structure faces south and js in the center of a c'ity block, just three b'locks
north of U.S.40 (National Road). Its grounds are shaded and well-kept. An iron
fence encloses two sjdes of the school yard. Diagonal walks lead to the center
doorway from the two corners of the block. The stiles at the end of each walk are
still in p'lace - just as they were when piaced there to keep the local ljvestock out
of the school yard.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Knightstown Academy is an excellent exampie of the Second Empire style appliedto a school building. The twin towers with their_91obe unJ i.i.scope have made thebuilding a fami'lar'landmark along the 0ld National"noiJ iu.s.-4oivvl'u "qYs 'r'qqc:

John Irwin Morrilon,.president of the School Board at the time the school was builtsupervitq9 l!. planning and construction of the building. -coming 
to Knightstown

?flgr a distinguished iareer in edu,cat'ion and-politiir,"r'..*ii 
".f 

i p..pi..j-iJinfluence decisions. He made the t^lashington C6unty ncSoemv ii sul.r, Indiana one
9I t!. early coeducational institutions in the Midwest. ,ii, ijaition he served inthe Indiana Houseo as state Treasurer, and on the faculty anJ goaro of Trusteesof Indiana University. ,fit.daughter was the first woman admjtted to Indjanauniversitv. It was at his instigation that the symboji. giru.-and teiet.uf. 

"...fncorporated into the school design - -J"'-

Charles A. Beard, the noted American Historian graduated from the Academy in lg9l.He went on to become a controversial figure in ine iniu.p..iation of Ameiican history
?v u:ing the economic interests of meq [9 analyze their po1 itical activities. Heis still remembered in Knightstown and the ncaiemy in th!-beit-tuilding associatedwith his life there.

The c'lose association of this building with John I. Morrison and Charles A. Beardconfined with its architectura'l 'imporiance make this a f..v-tt"u.ture in Knightstown,spast.
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